
GRANT OFFERINGS

Visiting Artist/Researcher Grant
This program is intended to give non-University 
of Washington artists and other researchers 
access to Burke Museum resources for research 
on art from the Pacifi c Northwest region (Alaska, 
British Columbia, Washington State, Idaho and 
Oregon). Proposals from artists and researchers 
whose projects would benefi t from the study of 
the Burke Museum’s Ethnology collection, 
including paper and photographic archives (and 
other UW resources), are encouraged.

Workshop/Community Art Project Grant
This program is intended to provide funds for 
artists, communities or arts organizations to host 
workshops or community art projects. This grant 
supports projects that involve or benefi t the 
community and address understanding and 
creation of Native arts in the Pacifi c Northwest 
region (Alaska, British Columbia, Washington 
State, Idaho and Oregon).

Graduate Fellowship
We encourage University of Washington graduate 
students to apply for the Bill Holm Center 
Graduate Fellowship by April 19, 2013. This 
fellowship will fund UW graduate students doing 
research and writing on Native art of the Pacifi c 
Northwest region. 

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE ONLINE 
Visit http://www.burkemuseum.org/bhc/grants 
to learn more and to start your application.

2013 Grant Applications are due April 19, 2013.
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Bill Holm Center
for the Study of 
Northwest Art 

 
(including art of the Plateau region)

SUPPORT THE BILL HOLM CENTER  

Northwest Coast art enthusiasts, scholars, and    
artists are encouraged to support the three 
Bill Holm Center endowments to support our 
mission. Contributions are encouraged at the 
following levels:   

Benefactor, $50,000 +   
Patron, $25,000 —49,999  
Associate, $10,000 —24,999   
Supporter, $5,000—9,999   
Contributor, $1,000—4,999  
Friend, $1—999  

We encourage donors to consider making a 
five-year pledge.  Please make checks out to 
the Burke Museum and send to the address 
below. You may wish to indicate on the check 
whether the donation is for the Bill Holm 
Center Research Endowment, the Bill Holm 
Center Graduate Fellowship Endowment, or 
the Bill Holm Center Professorship Endow-
ment.  

Pledge forms may be downloaded at:
http://www.washington.edu/burkemuseum/
bhc/support.html

For more information contact: 
Kathryn Bunn-Marcuse 

Burke Museum UW Box 353010 
Seattle, WA 98195-3010 

206-543-5344 
email: bholmctr@uw.edu 

http://www.billholmcenter.org

MISSION AND GOALS  

Maintain a globally accessible learning center at 
the Burke Museum to:  

Promote scholarly research on Northwest 
Coast Native art 

Increase Native and public access to 
research resources 

Foster appreciation and understanding of 
Native art of the Pacific Northwest Coast 

ENDOWMENTS  

Three endowments have been established to 
support the mission of the Bill Holm Center:
 

The Bill Holm Center Research Endowment: 
Funds visiting researchers and artists work-
ing with Burke Museum collections, public 
programs, publications, and website 
development.  

The Bill Holm Center Graduate Fellowship 
Endowment: Funds research on Northwest 
Coast Native art by University of Washington 
graduate students.  

The Bill Holm Center Professorship 
Endowment: Funds University of Washington 
faculty and visiting faculty to teach courses 
and research Northwest Coast Native art. 

Dr. Robin K. Wright currently holds the Bill 
Holm Center Endowed Professorship, which 
supports her research.

Aaron Nelson Moody (Squamish), talking 
with visitors to the Burke Museum about 
Coast Salish art, 2007.



About Bill Holm  

Bill Holm, Professor Emeritus of Art History and 
Curator Emeritus of Northwest Coast Indian Art 
at the Burke Museum, is recognized internation-
ally as one of the world’s experts in the field of 
Northwest Coast Native art history. His impor-
tant book, Northwest Coast Indian Art, An Analy-
sis of Form (1965) has sold over 111,140 copies, 
and is the all-time best-selling book published 
by the University of Washington Press. This book 
is credited with having inspired a remarkable 
number of artists in their own practice of North-
west Coast art, and his classes at the University 
of Washington broadened the understanding 
and appreciation of that art in several genera-
tions of students. 

His eight books have won scholarly acclaim and 
recognition with four Washington State Gov-
ernor’s Writers Awards, and two special Gover-
nor’s awards.  His achievements as an artist are 
celebrated in a 2000 book, Sun Dogs and Eagle 
Down, The Indian Paintings of Bill Holm. 

In 2001, he  was honored with a certificate of ap-
preciation from the Tlingit, Haida, and Tsimshian 
people of Southeast Alaska through the Seal-
aska Heritage Institute. The Native American Art 
Studies Association recognized him with its Hon-
or Award in 1991. The University of Washington 
honored him with a Distinguished Achievement 
Award from the College of Arts and Sciences 
in 1994, and selected him to give the annual 
University Faculty Lecture in 2003. In 2008, the 
University of Alaska, Fairbanks, awarded him an 
honorary doctoral degree.

About the Bill Holm Center   

The Burke Museum established the Bill Holm 
Center for the Study of Northwest Coast Art 
in 2003. This center honors Bill Holm’s remark-
able career and assures the continuation of his 
legacy at the Burke Museum. Bill Holm Center 
projects are funded by grants and through 
three endowments. In addition to funding 
research on Northwest Coast art, the Bill Holm 
Center supports Burke Museum exhibits and 
programs, website resources, and publications. 
The Bill Holm Center is run Robin K. Wright, 
Director, and Kathryn Bunn-Marcuse, assistant 
director and publication series manager. The 
first in a series of Bill Holm Center publications, 
In the Spirit of the Ancestors: Contemporary 
Northwest Coast Art at the Burke Museum is 
now available, published with the University of 
Washington Press.

 
Research Grants 

The Visiting Artist and Researcher Grant Pro-
gram is intended to give artists and researchers 
access to Burke Museum and other museums 
for research on ethnology collections, paper 
archives, and photographic archives in their 
areas of interest within the field of Northwest 
Coast and Columbia Plateau Regional art. 
Funding is also available for artist workshops 
and community art projects. Grants will be 
awarded for periods of work up to five days. 
The Bill Holm Center will fund travel expenses, 
hotel and food costs during the period of the 
grant. If presenting their research or work in a 
public or University of  Washington forum, an 
honorarium will be paid.  For further informa-
tion on application deadlines and to download 
application forms go to:
http://www.washington.edu/burkemuseum/
bhc/grants.html.

About Grant Recipients

Since 2005, the Bill Holm Center has funded 
seven University of Washington graduate 
students to conduct research on Pacific 
Northwest Native American art. This includes 
two Ph.D. students and six M.A. students. 
Since 2006, the Bill Holm Center has funded 
grants to 44 visiting artists/researchers. 
Some of the grant recipients include: Lisa 
Telford and her apprentice Shauna Colbert 
(Haida artists), Tommy Joseph (Tlingit artist),  
Emily Moore (graduate student, University of 
California, Berkeley), Aaron Nelson-Moody 
(Squamish artist), Sgen George (Tlingit art-
ist), George Bennett, Sr. (Tlingit artist), Felix 
Solomon (Lummi artist), Margaret Hartley (K-
12 educator), Robin Lovelace-Smith (Tlingit 
artist), Manuel Salazar (Cowichan artist), Kay 
Parker (Juneau weaver), Gordon Greenwald, 
Owen James and Herb Sheakley (Tlingit art-
ists from Hoonah), Lance Twitchell (Tlingit/
Haida/Yup’ik artist and educator), Megan 
Smetzer (UBC scholar), Evelyn Vanderhoop 
(Haida weaver), Da-ka-xeen Mehner (Tlingit 
artist), Christian White (Haida artist), David 
A. Boxley (Alaskan Tsimshian artist), Heather 
Callaghan (Teslin Tlingit artist), Sonny Assu 
(Kwakwaka’wakw artist), Allison Bremner 
(Tlingit artist), India Young (UNM scholar), 
Wendy Proverbs (Kaska-Dene researcher), 
Avis O’Brien (Haida/Kwakwaka’wakw 
artist),and Lou-Ann Neel (Kwakwaka’wakw 
artist).

Bill Holm Center Advisory Board
Grants are awarded in consulation with an 
advisory board including Bill and Marty 
Holm, Janice Criswell (Haida/Tlingit), Pat 
Courtney Gold (Wasco), Sven Haakanson 
(Alutiiq), Michael Holloman (Colville), Shaun 
Peterson (Puyallup/Tulalip), Steven C. Brown, 
and Kate C. Duncan. 
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